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    HAYWARD FIRE DEPARTMENT  

TEMPORARY CERTIFICATION OF OCCUPANCY 
MINIMUM SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

 
The process to attain a “Temporary Certificate of Occupancy” or “TCO” starts with a formal application through the 
Building Division.  The Building Official or his/her designee will coordinate with other city departments and divisions 
to ensure that certain minimum standards are met before a TCO is granted. The Building Official is the issuer of TCO.  
 
The Hayward Fire Department is a part of the TCO process.  Fire Department minimum standards for TCO requires 
that all fire and life safety systems be installed, fully functional and trouble free prior to granting a TCO.  All fire and 
life safety systems must be inspected to ensure they are installed in accordance with approved drawings, 
manufacture’s listing(s) and comply with locally adopted codes and ordinances.  
 
For purposes of this document, required fire and life safety systems are defined as follows: 
 

Fire Prevention 
 

• Fire Access Roads and Doors 

• Underground Fire Lines and Hydrants 
Charged 

• Exit Signs and Emergency Lighting 

• Automatic Fire Suppression System(s) 

• Fire Alarm System 

• Suppression and Alarm Systems shall have 
Current Certification(s) and Active Monitoring 

• F.A.C.P., Riser & Electrical Room Signage  

• Emergency Voice Alarm Communications 
 

• Building Address Posted 

• Fire Extinguishers 

• General Exiting 

• Smoke Detectors in HVAC 

• Smoke and Fire Dampers 

• Rated Fire Barriers and Walls 

• Emergency Action Plan 

• Rack or Floor Storage shall not be over 
Approved Storage Height or Dimensions 

• Elevators require State Certification 
 

 
In the event a small portion of a required fire and life safety system does not meet the TCO requirements, the applicant 
may request consideration of a temporary alternative.  Any temporary alternative will need to provide a level of 
protection equivalent to the permanent fire and life safety system.  Alternatives will not be accepted for emergency 
voice alarm communication system or 2-hour or greater fire rated walls.  Additional fees may be required to cover the 
additional time to review, inspect and monitor projects where a TCO is issued.  
 
 
Example: 
 
Fire Alarm Monitoring 
 
An approved fire watch may be used, for short periods of time, in lieu of fire alarm monitoring, provided the fire watch 
meets established protocol.  The Fire Marshal shall determine the number and area of coverage for fire watch 
personnel. 
 
Requests to consider temporary alternative that provide equivalent levels of protection shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Fire Marshal.  Sufficient time shall be provided for the review process. 
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Hazardous Materials 
 
In addition to the minimum fire and life safety system(s) installation, the following need to be in place prior to bringing 
hazardous materials onto the site or into the building: 
 

• Rate Fire Barriers, Walls and Related 
Penetrations 

• Spill Control and Secondary Containment 
Mechanisms 

• Specialized Fire Protection or Detection 
Equipment 

• Hazardous Materials Detection System(s) 
Interconnected and Functioning 

• Localized Alarm Systems Interconnected and 
Functioning 

• Vehicle Crash Protection 

• Exhaust Ventilation, Monitoring and 
Abatement Devices Operational 

• Emergency Power Systems 

• NFPA Placards, Labeling and Related 
Identification Systems in Place 

• California Environmental Reporting System 
(CERS)/Business Plan Submittals 

• Annual Permit Application 

• Emergency Fire Department Information 
Boxes 

• Other Mitigation Measures Specific to the 
Facility or Tool Installation (i.e. Emergency 
Power Off (EPO) devices or automatic shut-
off valves) 

• Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure 
(SPCC) Plans 

• Seismic Anchoring and Restraints of 
Hazardous Materials Vessels and Equipment 

• Hazardous Materials shall be below Maximum 
Allowable Quantities (MAQs) 

• All Third-Party Evaluations Completed 

 
Please note that if the site or facility is subject to the California Accidental Release Prevention (CalARP) Program 
requirements, the Government Code Section 65850.2 specifies that a complete Risk Management Plan (RMP) shall 
be submitted to the administering agency prior to the issuance of certificate of occupancy or its substantial equivalent 
(i.e. Temporary Certificate of Occupancy). 
 
Requests to consider temporary alternative that provide equivalent levels of protection shall be independently 
reviewed and approved by the Fire Marshal and/or the Hazardous Materials Program Coordinator.  Sufficient time 
shall be provided for the review process.  Additional fees may be required to cover the additional time to review, 
inspect and monitor projects where a TCO is issued. 
 
 

For More Information Contact the Hayward Fire Department at (510) 583-4900 

Or visit our website at: 

 https://www.hayward-ca.gov/fire-department  
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